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We’re the world’s 

most forward thinking 

accountancy body. 
We believe that accountancy is vital 

for economies to grow and prosper –

which is why we work all over the 

world to build the profession and 

make society fairer and more 

transparent.
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219,000         527,000

Members       Students

in 179 countries         

453
strategic 

partnerships

328
Approved 

learning 

provider

1,901
exemption-

accredited 

programmes 

from 908
institutions

110 offices 

and centres 

in 52
countries

More than 

7.571
approved 

employers

We work across the world
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ACCA Professional Insights

Shaping the profession
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PI: answering today’s questions, preparing us for tomorrow 
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Social and Environmental Value Creation
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1. The social and environmental 

problem with modern economies

2. What is required by business?

3. The demand from investors for ESG 

disclosures

4. What does big data tell us about big 

issues?

5. From big issues to concrete actions  

- five approaches

6. Conclusions - four steps towards for 

a better future.

Overview
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Social problems with modern economies: unequal societies

Top 10% share of national income growth 1980-2016
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Social problems with modern economies: unequal societies

Total income growth by percentile across all world regions, 1980-2016
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Social problems with modern economies: unhealthy societies

Global mortality (% of all deaths), all ages
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Social problems with modern economies: ageing societies

Old age economic dependency ratio (1990-2030) (%)
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Environmental problems with modern economies: rising 

temperatures
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Environmental problems with modern economies: degradation, pollution 

and extinction
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What is required by business: the Sustainable Development Goals
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What is required by business: the Sustainable Development Goals
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What is required by business: 10 elements of value creation
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Demand for ESG investments reflects several factors

▪ Pull- factors for investment 

managers:

o more widely available and better 

quality ESG data, metrics and 

analytics,

o Emerging academic literature on 

ESG issues in investment 

management

▪ Greater interest among some 

investors

▪ Investor preferences for 

ESG considerations vary

▪ Push- factors for investment 

managers:

o Regulation that is manifested in 

corporate reporting standards, 

obligations

o Central banks focus on the 

financial stability implications
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The demand from investors for ESG disclosures
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Sustainable Investment Themes and Associated Sustainability 
Challenges
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What does big data tell us about big issues?

We looked at :

✓ Climate change and air quality, 

✓ natural capital, 

✓ waste management, 

✓ product responsibility, 

✓ fair and inclusive workplaces, 

✓ human rights

Three key  findings:

1. Low disclosures across all issues, regions and sectors

2. Asia is catching with Europe

3. Legislation matters
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Average percentage of key ESG issues mentions Oceania, Asia, Africa
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Average percentage of key ESG issues mentions– Oceania, Asia, Africa
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Average percentage of key ESG issues– Europe, Americas
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Average percentage of key ESG issues– Europe, Americas
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Disclosure data: climate change and air quality
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Disclosure data: climate change and air quality
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Disclosure data: fair and inclusive workplace
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Disclosure data: fair and inclusive workplace
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Disclosure data: waste management
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Disclosure data: waste management
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Disclosure data: human rights
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Disclosure data: human rights
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Disclosure data: natural capital
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Disclosure data: natural capital
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Disclosure data: product responsibility
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Disclosure data: product responsibility
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From big issues to concrete action: five approaches
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From big issues to concrete action: five approaches
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Four recommendations to build a better future

Scientific 

literacy

Context and 

precision

Collaboration, 

coalitions and 

alliances

Connection of 

social and 

environmental



© ACCA

Key messages for members & students & employers

➢ The accountancy profession has a key role to play in creating a more sustainable economy

➢ Better disclosure of social and environmental risks is increasingly becoming part of legislation

➢ Investors are now using environmental, social and governance (ESG) disclosures to rate business 

performance and management quality

➢ ACCA members have the skills to address and communicate key ESG matters thanks to their 

understanding of business strategy, financial performance and reporting competencies

➢ ACCA members are strategic leaders who understand the importance of these issues to business and to 

civil society 
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Thank you


